Declaration of Principles For
Collective Bargaining in Higher Education

We are higher education workers, joined by community members and
elected officials, who believe that quality higher education and the right
to collective bargaining are essential to building a more just, democratic

and equal society.

We are particularly alarmed that access to affordable, quality higher
education has diminished and that the right of workers in higher educa-
tion to unionize and bargain collectively for a living wage has eroded.

We believe that

* All workers at institutions of higher education must have the right to

organize and the right to bargain collectively.

e All higher education employers must remain neutral in unionization
efforts and be prohibited from using tuition, tax dollars or research
funds to fight unionization. Employees should be allowed to form
unions through a simple and democratic majority verification card

check process.

e Contracting and procurement by higher education institutions, both
public and private, must adhere to human rights, prevailing wage and
responsible contractor standards.

» Steady employment in higher education is a precondition to providing
quality education and services and to guaranteeing a reasonable quali-
ty of life to academic employees.

We resolve to work together to achieve these principles to ensure
quality higher education and the right to collective bargaining.
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