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425 College St
New Haven, CT 06511

9 April 2005

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

FAX : 2770 7388

We write to express our support for the courageous members of GESO and GSEU, the
graduate teachers unions at Yale University and Columbia Unive; sily, during their
current suike to gain union recagnition. Your fight is an historic onc that benefits not
only yourselves, but the over 40,000 graduate teachers at privatc universities jn (he

United States ‘who louk o you for inspiration

Unfortunately, under US President Geos ge W. Bush, the National Labor Relations Board
stripped graduate teachers of the right (v urganize collectively hy denying them the

protection of US labor law. We condemn this clear violation of the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights which declarcs that the right (v form a union is a basic

human right.

Our current experience in the Hong Kong Special Autonomous Region — as weill as past
experience during the colunial era — has demonstrated that academic unions are extremely
important, helping to create and protect good johs, and defendin g academic freedom.

1JS Labor Law may not extend to graduate leachers, but the warld expects institutions
like Yale and Columbia to conform to a highor standard. We, therefore, call on Yale’s

President, Richard Levin, and Columbia’s President, Lee Bollinger, 1o voluntarily

recognize GESO and (+8EU, respectively, and to immediately cornmence contract

negotiations.

Once again, we commend your bravery in taking this extraordinary action, and we stand

with you in your struggle. .
In Solidarity,

B i

Cheng Ching Fart
Chairperson

Received Apr-1B=05 01:53 From=+852 2770 7388 To-HERE Federation of U

Page 002

Il tE VAR T S L ey

I R TR

Leas .

v m o, vERE e =3eeewe



