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Decar Brothers and Sisters,

We write to express our supporl fur the courageous members of GESO and GSEU, the gradnate
(eachers unjons at Yale University and Columbia University, dnring ther current strike to gain
union recognition. Your fight is an historic nne that benefits not only yoursclves, but also, the
over 40,000 graduate teachers at private unjversities in the Uuited States who look to you for
ingpiration,

Unfortunately, under US President George W. Bush, the National Labor Relations Bourd shipped
graduate teachers of the right to organize collectively by denying them the protection of US labor
law. We condemn this cleur vivlation of the Universal Deoclaration of Human Rights that declares
(liat the right to form a union is a baeic human right.

In our connfry, academic unions have been extremely itupoitant, helping to crcate and proteet
good jobs, and defending svademic freedom. In Ontario, CUPE represents over 20,000 vniversity
workers uf at least half arc academic workere.

US Lahor I.aw may not extend 1o graduate teachers, but the world expeets institutions like Yale
and Columbia to cornfuru to a higher standard, We, therefore, call on Yale’s President, Richard
Leviu, and Columbia’s President, Lee Bollinger, to voluntarily recngnize GESO and GSEU,
respectively, and to immediately commence contract negotiations.

' Once again, we cormnend your bravery in taking this extraordinary action, and we stand with you
in yow struggle.

In Solidanty, —
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lanice Folk-Dawson,
Chair, Ontario University Workers Coordinating Committee
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Mary Cathzrincg
Coordinator, Ofw@io University Workers Coordinating Committee
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